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TOEFL® iBT Facts

The TOEFL iBT is an English language proficiency test. TOEFL tests academic
English language proficiency. For TOEFL, academic English means first year,
college-level English.

TOEFL means “test of English as a foreign language.” iBT means “internet-
based test.” Internet-based means the test computers are connected to the
internet. Your answers will be sent via the internet to be scored by ETS.

The TOEFL iBT is designed and implemented by Educational Testing Services
(ETS) Princeton, New Jersey, USA.

You cannot pass or fail the TOEFL test. You will get a score out of 120 total
points. Your score measures your English language proficiency. The higher
your score, the higher your English language proficiency.

The TOEFL iBT is divided into four test sections. You cannot change the task
order.

Section Task Time Score
Reading 3-5 essays 60-100 minutes 30/30
Listening 2-3 dialogues

4-6 lectures 60 minutes 30/30

break 10 minutes
Speaking 2 independent tasks 2 minutes

4 integrated tasks 18 minutes 30/30
Writing 1 integrated task 23 minutes

1 independent task 30 minutes 30/30

Total: 4 hours 120/120
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10.

11.

Before you take the TOEFL test, find out the TOEFL requirements of the school
to which you are applying. Some U.S. colleges and universities do not require a
TOEFL score.

In some countries, you can take the TOEFL PBT (paper-based test). If you
want to go to graduate school in the United States, do not take the PBT. Take
the iBT instead. Why? Because graduate and post graduate students at U.S.
universities are expected to teach undergraduate classes. That means you
must be able to speak academic English proficiently. That is what the iBT
tests. The PBT does not test speaking.

In the United States, you can register for the TOEFL iBT online or by phone.
Visit www.ets.org for registration information. In the United States, the busiest
registration times are at the end of each school semester when TOEFL courses
end and TOEFL students are ready to take the test. The TOEFL test is very
popular. Register as early as possible.

You can take notes during the test. Pencils and paper will be supplied. You
cannot use your own pencil or paper. After the test, you must give your notes
to the test site manager.

Expect to use an old-style Microsoft keyboard when you take the test.
Your TOEFL iBT score is good for two years. You cannot renew your TOEFL

score. You must retake the test and get a new score. For more TOEFL
information, visit www.ets.org.


http://www.ets.org/�
http://www.ets.org/�
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To the Test-Taker

At the start of each new semester, my TOEFL students always ask me, “What is the
trick to getting a high TOEFL iBT score?” Unfortunately, there is no trick. However,
there is a strategy that can help you increase your speaking and writing scores and
thus increase your TOEFL iBT score. That strategy is called argument mapping.
The idea behind argument mapping is simple: test-takers acquire speaking and
writing strategies faster and more proficiently if they can visualize them. Knowing
this, I designed the argument map for the TOEFL iBT.

What is an argument map? An argument map works just like a road map. A road
map is a guide that uses lines and arrows to point you in the right direction so you
won’t get lost. An argument map does the same thing; however, instead of guiding
you along highways and byways, an argument map will guide you through each
speaking and writing task from start to finish. On the way, each argument map will
tell you (depending on the task) what to say or write, where to say or write it, how
to say or write it, and why. This, in turn, will maximize scoring. Because you are
following a map, you will also save time and, more importantly, you will never get
lost. Best of all, you can develop and deliver responses for all six speaking tasks
and both writing tasks using the same argument map.

Mapping out verbal and written arguments, however, is only step one. Step two is
knowing how to rate (score) your responses like a TOEFL rater. You will learn how
to do that using a unique new argument analyzer in combination with user-friendly
rating guides. By doing so, you can target those parts of your arguments that need
revising when you practice. This will help you maximize scoring and make you test
ready. Test ready means that on test day you will give the speaking and writing
raters exactly what they are trained to look for: six coherent verbal arguments and
two coherent written arguments.

Bruce Stirling
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Developing an Argument

Arguments and the TOEFL iBT

The TOEFL iBT consists of four test sections: reading, listening, speaking and
writing. Because the reading and listening questions are all multiple-choice
questions, they are called selective tasks. In contrast, the speaking and writing
tasks are called constructive tasks. For TOEFL, to construct means to develop and
deliver. What do you have to develop and deliver on test day? Six verbal arguments
and two written arguments.

Why does ETS use arguments to test your ability to speak and write academic
English? Because at an English-speaking university, you will construct personal-
opinion arguments, verbally and in writing (independent speaking tasks #1 and #2;
independent writing task). You will also listen to and summarize lectures. Lectures
are fact-based arguments (integrated writing task; integrated speaking task #4 and
#6). You will also read and summarize fact-based arguments (integrated writing
task; integrated speaking tasks #4 and #06).

As you can see, ETS uses arguments to test your ability to speak and write English
academically. Therefore, to get high speaking and writing scores on the TOEFL iBT,
you must know how to construct and summarize both personal-opinion and fact-
based arguments, quickly and proficiently. You can do so using the strategy called
argument mapping. Argument mapping begins with a review of basic argument
development.

What is an Argument?

An argument is the process of presenting an opinion for the purpose of persuading
an audience. For TOEFL, this type of argument is called a personal-opinion
argument. An argument, however, does not always have to persuade. An argument
can also inform by presenting facts. For TOEFL, this type of argument is called a
fact-based argument. An argument that successfully persuades or informs
demonstrates coherence. Coherence means that the argument is clear and logical.
For TOEFL, a coherent argument is a high-scoring argument. A coherent argument
demonstrates English language proficiency. Proficiency means skill and knowledge.
How can you quickly and proficiently construct both personal-opinion and fact-
based arguments that demonstrate coherence? By starting with a clear method of
organization. There are two ways to organize an argument: deduction and
induction. Let’s start with the personal-opinion argument and deduction.
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Personal-Opinion Argument: Deduction

Read the following dialogue.

Jane: Hi, Mary. How was California?

Mary: California was the best trip ever. I learned how to surf
at Malibu. At first, I kept falling off, but I kept trying
and soon I could do it. It was great. And the sights.

Jane: Tell me.

Mary: I visited Hollywood first, Disneyland next, and Catalina
Island last. There is so much to see and do. I was
exhausted. Did I tell you about Jack?

Jane: Jack?

Mary: I met him at Venice Beach. He’s a movie producer. He's
so handsome. As a matter of fact, we're having dinner
tonight. Tomorrow, we're flying back to L.A. to get
married!

Jane: Sounds like you had a good time.

Mary: I had a fabulous time.

This is just an everyday conversation, right? Right. It is also an personal-opinion
argument. How do we know it is a personal-opinion argument? We know because
Mary starts her argument by stating her opinion about California. Note: An opinion
is also called a general statement.

Mary: California was the best trip ever = opinion (general statement)
Next, Mary supports her opinion with three examples. Examples are also called
supporting illustrations. Notice how each supporting illustration develops a reason

why “California was the best trip ever.”

example #1 Ilearned how to surf at Malibu. At first, I kept falling off, but I kept
trying and soon I could do it. It was great.

example #2 And the sights. I visited Hollywood first, Disneyland next, and
Catalina Island last. There is so much to see and do. I was exhausted.
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example #3 Did I tell you about Jack? I met him at Venice Beach. He’s a movie
producer. He’s so handsome. As a matter of fact, we’re having dinner
tonight. Tomorrow, we’re flying back to L.A. to get married!

Finally, Mary makes a conclusion based on her opinion and her examples.

Mary: I had a fabulous time = conclusion

Where did Mary have “a fabulous time”? In California, of course.

When you make a conclusion based on your opinion and your

> Remember! supporting examples, you are using deduction as a method of

organization.

By mapping out Mary’s dialogue, we can see how she uses deduction as a method
of organizing her personal-opinion argument. Note how the opinion is called
general. Notice also how the examples are called specific.

general = California was the best trip ever.

\

example #1 = specific = I learned how to surf at Malibu. At
first, I kept falling off, but I kept
trying and soon I could do it. It
was great.

/ opinion

example #2 = specific = And the sights. I visited Hollywood
first, Disneyland next, and Catalina
Island last. There is so much to see
and do. I was exhausted.

example #3 = specific = Did I tell you about Jack? I met
him on Venice Beach. He’s a movie
producer. He’s so handsome. As a
matter of fact, we’re having dinner
tonight. Tomorrow, we’re flying
back to L.A. to get married!

\ conclusion

Notice how Mary’s conclusion confirms her opinion and takes us right back to the
start. The speaking and writing raters will look for this closed or formal structure.
Why? Because it shows that you are using deduction as a method of organizing
your personal-opinion argument, be it written or verbal. By adding transitions
(connecting words), we can change Mary’s verbal personal-opinion argument into a
written personal-opinion argument.

I had a fabulous time.

general
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California was the best trip ever.

For example, I learned how to surf at Malibu. At first, I kept
falling off, but I kept trying and soon I could do it. It was
great.

And the sights. I visited Hollywood first, Disneyland next,
and Catalina Island last. There is so much to see and do. I was
exhausted.

Also, did I tell you about Jack? I met him at Venice Beach.
He’s a movie producer. He’s so handsome. As a matter of fact,
we're having dinner tonight. Tomorrow, we're flying back to
L.A. to get married!

In conclusion, I had a fabulous time.

TOEFL calls this written personal-opinion argument an independent essay. Yes,
this independent essay is short and simple; nevertheless, it demonstrates
coherence. Why? Because it starts with a clear method of organization in which
Mary states her opinion about California, supports it with examples and reasons,
then makes a conclusion based on her opinion and examples. Mary’s argument
also demonstrates a variety of rhetorical strategies.

Rhetorical Strategies

Rhetorical strategies are tools. A carpenter uses a hammer to build a house. A
painter uses a brush to paint a landscape. Speakers and writers use rhetorical
strategies to develop arguments. For TOEFL, you need to learn the following eight
rhetorical strategies: narration, process, description, illustration, compare-and-
contrast, cause-and-effect, definition, classification.

1. Narration

Narration describes the passing of time. When we arrange events according to time,
we put them in chronological or time order, for example:

a. Yesterday, Fatima got up at seven o’clock and took a shower. After that she
had breakfast, then rode the bus to work. When she got to work, she
checked her email, then discussed the new business plan with her colleagues.

b. Every Monday after class, Miguel goes to the gym and practices karate for
three hours. When he is finished, he goes shopping, then takes the bus home.
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Process

Process means putting events in sequential or step-by-step order. In the following
examples, notice how each step-by-step process also describes the passing of time.

a.

b.

3.

When making tea, first boil water. Next, put a tea bag into a cup. When the
water is boiling, pour the water into the cup. Finally, add milk and sugar as
you prefer.

Titanic hit an iceberg, broke in two, then sank.

Description

Description creates pictures of people, places and things using adjectives and
adverbs. Description appeals to the senses: smell, sight, taste, hearing and touch.

a.

4.

Alexander, the keyboard player in the band, is wearing a black leather jacket,
faded jeans and red cowboy boots.

The old man lived alone in an old house high on a rugged cliff overlooking a
stormy sea.

Illustration

[lustration means example or supporting illustration, for example:

a.

b.

5.

There are many places to go for a honeymoon. For example, many newlyweds
go to Hawaii.

When you visit Manhattan, I suggest you visit Times Square and Central Park.

Compare-and-Contrast

Compare-and-contrast describes the differences and similarities between two or
more objects, people or ideas. Compare-and-contrast also describes differences in
opinion, for example:

a.

b.

Raquel tried the apple pie and decided the cherry pie was sweeter.

Ivan believes that all high school students should wear school uniforms;
however, Paula believes that students should have the right to choose what
they want to wear.
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6. Cause-and-Effect

Cause-and-effect means action and result. We use cause-and-effect to describe an
action and the results, or consequences, of that action, for example:

a. Mohammed studied hard and got a high TOEFL score.
b. Global warming is melting the ice at the North Pole.
7. Definition

A definition is a detailed description of a person, place, object or idea. The purpose
of a definition is to give meaning, for example:

a. The dodo was a flightless bird native to New Zealand.

b. TOEFL is an English language proficiency test developed and implemented by
Educational Testing Services (ETS) located in Princeton, New Jersey.

8. Classification

To classify means to put people, things or ideas into sub groups under a main
topic, for example:

a. There are three kinds of wine: red, white and rosé.

b. TOEFL, TOEIC and IELTS are English language proficiency tests.

TASK: For practice identifying rhetorical strategies, go to page 326. Check your
answers on page 330.

Now go back to Mary’s argument. Look at the rhetorical strategies she uses to
develop her examples. These, in turn, support her opinion and conclusion.

: : places to visit: Malibu Beach, Hollywood, Disneyland,
illustration > Catalina Island, Venice Beach.

things to do: surfing, sightseeing, meeting guys (Jack).

— surfing at Malibu: “It was great.”
description > after sightseeing: “I was exhausted.”
Jack: “He’s so handsome.”
Jack: “He’s a movie producer.”

surfing: “At first, I kept falling off, but I kept trying and soon I
process > could do it.”

sightseeing: I visited Hollywood first, Disneyland next, and
Catalina Island last.
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cause-effect > surfing: “At first, I kept falling off (effect), but I kept trying
(cause) and soon I could do it (effect).”

Jack: “I met him at Venice Beach.” Go to Venice Beach and
meet Jack (cause), fall in love (effect) and get married (cause).
Mary: She goes to California (cause) and her life changes
completely (effect).

Jack: He visits Venice Beach (cause) and his life changes too
(effect).

Personal-Opinion Argument: Induction

Induction is another way to organize a verbal or written personal-opinion
argument. Look at the following examples. Notice how the deductive response
begins with an opinion. In contrast, the inductive response develops three
examples first, then ends with a conclusion (opinion) based on the examples.

Deduction

California was the best trip ever.

I learned how to surf at Malibu. At
first, I kept falling off, but I kept
trying and soon I could do it. It
was great.

And the sights. I visited Hollywood
first, Disneyland next, and
Catalina Island last. There is so
much to see and do. I was
exhausted.

Did I tell you about Jack? I met
him on Venice Beach. He's a
movie producer. He's so
handsome. As a matter of fact,
we're having dinner tonight.
Tomorrow, we're flying back to
L.A. to get married!

I had a fabulous time.

Induction

When I was in California, I learned
how to surf at Malibu. At first, I
kept falling off, but I kept trying,
and soon I could do it. It was
great.

And the sights. I visited Hollywood
first, Disneyland next, and Catalina
Island last. There is so much to
see and do. I was exhausted.

Did I tell you about Jack? I met
him at Venice Beach. He’s a movie
producer. He's so handsome. As a
matter of fact, we're having dinner
tonight. Tomorrow, we're flying
back to L.A. to get married!

I had a fabulous time in California.

> Remember!

When you start a personal-opinion argument with examples—then
make conclusion based on your examples—you are using induction
as the method of organizing your argument.
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n Which is better, deduction or induction?

Neither. They are simply two ways to organize a personal-opinion argument
when taking the TOEFL test. You will not get a higher score using one or the
other.

A

Developing Your Opinion

The most important part of your personal-opinion argument is your opinion. An
opinion is also called a thesis.

n Is my opinion also the main topic?

A No. Look at the two sentences below.

[ A. I I think California was the best trip ever. ]

[ B. I I think California was the worst trip ever. ]

In sentence A, the test-taker will write (or speak) about California. California,
therefore, is the main topic (also called the main idea or main subject). The test-
taker’s opinion is “...was the best trip ever.” In sentence B, the test-taker will also
write (or speak) about California. California is the main topic once again. However,
the test-taker’s opinion is “...was the worst trip ever.” As you can see, the main
topic (California) is the same in both sentences; however, each sentence expresses
a different opinion about California (best trip v. worst trip).

n How do I know if a sentence is an opinion or not?

A By asking these four questions.

1. I Is it a complete sentence?

2. | Is it arguable?

\, V.
~

3. I Is it supportable?
4. | Is it a question or not?

" N\ 7

N

N\

Mary said, “California was the best trip ever.” That’s her opinion. But how do we
know it is an opinion without guessing? By asking the four questions.
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[ 1. I Is it a complete sentence? ]

Yes. The sentence “California was the best trip ever” is grammatically complete. It
expresses one idea with a clear verb tense.

[ 2. I Is it arguable? ]

Yes. Mary has obviously considered her other vacations and concluded that
California was the best compared to the rest. Where were her other vacations? We
do not know. They are implied.

[ 3. I Is it supportable? ]

Yes. Mary supports her opinion with three examples: 1) learning how to surf at
Malibu; 2) going sightseeing, and; 3) meeting Jack.

[ 4, I Is it a question or not? ]

Mary’s opinion is not a question. An opinion is never a question.

Based on the four questions, is the sentence “California was the best trip ever” an
opinion? Yes.

What is not an Opinion?

You now know what an opinion is, and how to identify one. So what is not an
opinion? Follow these rules.

[ 1. I An opinion is not a statement of fact. ]

a. California is a big state. # Not an opinion. This is a fact. It is
not arguable.

b. Californian red wine is the # Opinion. It is a complete sentence,
best in the world. arguable, supportable and not a
question.
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[ 2. I An opinion is not a question. ]

a. Is global warming a problem? * Not an opinion. This is a question.

b. Global warming threatens the * Opinion. It is a complete sentence,
future of the planet. arguable, supportable and not a
question.

[ 3. I An opinion is not a fragment. ]

a. Paris: a great city. * Not an opinion. This is not a
complete sentence. It is a
fragment. It is missing the verb “is.”

b. Paris is the greatest city in the == Opinion. It is a complete sentence,
world. arguable, supportable and not a
question.

[ 4. I An opinion expresses one idea. ]

a. A high TOEFL score will help * Not an opinion. There are two ideas:
me get a better job and help getting a better job and meeting
me meet girls. girls.

b. A high TOEFL score will help === Opinion. It is a complete sentence,
me get a better job. arguable, supportable and not a
question; it also expresses one main
idea: getting a better job with a high
TOEFL score.

[ 5. I An opinion does not simply announce the idea you will argue. ]

a. In this essay, I will talk about * Not an opinion. This writer is simply

the problem of teenagers announcing (telling us) what
drinking and driving. he/she will write/speak about.

b. Personally, I think that teen- * Opinion. It is a complete
agers must finish high school sentence, arguable, supportable,
before they can get a driver’s not a question, and it expresses one
license. main idea.

TASK: For practice identifying opinions, go to page 327. Check your answers on
page 330.
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Fact-Based Argument: Deduction

For TOEFL, you must also construct fact-based verbal and written arguments. A
fact-based argument does not state a personal opinion. Instead, a fact-based
argument begins by stating a general truth or fact called a premise. Look at the
following example.

Rice is classified according to grain size.

First is long grain rice. An example is basmati. It is long and
slender. When cooked, it becomes light and fluffy with the
grains separating. Long grain rice is low in starch.

Next is medium grain rice. An example is Calrose. This type of
rice is three times as long as it is wide. When cooked, the
grains stick together. Medium grain rice has more starch than
long grain rice.

Finally, there is short grain rice. An example is Arborio. It is
kernel-shaped and becomes very moist and tender when
cooked. Short grain has the highest starch level.

As illustrated, rice is classified according to grain size.

Notice how this fact-based argument uses deduction as the method organization.
However, instead of starting with an opinion, it begins with a premise or general
statement.

Rice is classified according to grain size = premise (general statement)

Note how the premise is supported by three supporting illustrations. Notice also
how each supporting illustration develops and supports the fact that “Rice is
classified according to grain size.”

example #1 First is long grain rice. An example is basmati. It is long and slender.
When cooked, it becomes light and fluffy with the grains separating.
Long grain rice is low in starch.

example #2 Next is medium grain rice. An example is Calrose. This type of rice is
three times as long as it is wide. When cooked, the grains stick
together. Medium grain rice has more starch than long grain rice.

example #3 Finally, there is short grain rice. An example is Arborio. It is kernel-
shaped and becomes very moist and tender when cooked. Short grain
has the highest starch level.
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Finally, the writer (or lecturer) makes a conclusion based on the premise supported
by the three examples. Note that the conclusion is simply the restated premise.

As illustrated, rice is classified according to grain size = conclusion

In a fact-based argument, when you make a conclusion based on the

> Remember! premise and supporting examples, you are using deduction as a

method of organization.

By mapping out this fact-based argument, we can see how the writer (or lecturer) is
using deduction as a method of organizing his/her argument.

/ premise

general = Rice is classified according to grain

* size.

First is long grain rice. An example
is basmati. It is long and slender.
When cooked, it becomes light and
fluffy with the grains separating.
Basmati is low in starch.

example #1 = specific

example #2 = specific = Next is medium grain rice. An
example is Calrose. This type of rice
is three times as long as it is wide.
When cooked, the grains stick
together. This kind of rice has more
starch than long grain.

example #3 = specific = Finally, there is short grain rice.
An example is Arborio. It is kernel-
shaped and becomes very moist and
tender when cooked. Short grain
rice has the highest starch level.

\ conclusion = general = As illustrated, rice is classified
according to grain size.

In this example, notice how the conclusion confirms the premise, and takes us
right back to the start. The speaking and writing raters will look for this closed or
formal structure. Why? Because it means that you are using deduction as a
method of organizing a fact-based argument, be it written or verbal.



Developing an Argument - 13

Fact-Based Argument: Induction

You can also organize a verbal or written fact-based argument using induction.
Look at the following examples. Notice how the deductive response begins with a
premise. In contrast, the inductive response develops three examples first, then
ends with a conclusion based on the examples.

Deduction

Rice is classified according to grain
size.

First is long grain rice. An example
is basmati. It is long and slender.
When cooked, it becomes light
and fluffy with the grains
separating. Long grain rice is low
in starch.

Next is medium grain rice. An
example is Calrose. This type of
rice is three times as long as it is
wide. When cooked, the grains
stick together. Medium grain rice
has more starch than long grain
rice.

Finally, there is short grain rice.
An example is Arborio. It is
kernel-shaped and becomes very
moist and tender when cooked.
Short grain has the highest starch
level.

As illustrated, rice is classified
according to grain size.

Induction

An example of a long grain rice is
basmati. It is long and slender.
When cooked, it becomes light and
fluffy with the grains separating.
Long grain rice is low in starch.

Next is Calrose, a medium grain rice.
This type of rice is three times as
long as it is wide. When cooked, the
grains stick together. Medium grain
rice has more starch than long grain
rice.

Finally, there is short grain rice. An
example is Arborio. It is kernel-
shaped and becomes very moist and
tender when cooked. Short grain has
the highest starch level.

As illustrated, rice is classified
according to grain size.

> Remember!

When you start a fact-based argument with examples—then
make conclusion based on your examples—you are using induction
as the method of organizing your argument.
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Coherence = A High Score

If you want high speaking and writing scores, your personal-opinion arguments
and fact-based arguments must demonstrate coherence. Coherence means that the
individual parts of your argument are working together proficiently to deliver a
clear and logical message. An example is Mary’s personal-opinion argument about
California and the fact-based argument about rice. The message in both the
deductive and inductive responses is clear: Mary had a fabulous time in California
and rice is classified according to grain size. How can you make sure that your
verbal and written arguments demonstrate coherence on test day? By using the
strategy called argument mapping.

Argument Mapping

Argument mapping is a graphics-based strategy designed to help you map out the
structure of personal-opinion and fact-based arguments quickly and proficiently.
By doing so, both essay types will demonstrate coherence.

An understanding of argument mapping begins with the paragraph map G+TiC.
Translated, G+TiC means:

General statement + Transition + illustration + Conclusion

G+TiC describes the three-parts of a paragraph.

[ paragraph ] [ G+TiC ]

L L

( topic sentence > — ( General statement )

( example ) — (Iransition+il|ustration
( conclusion ) — ( Conclusion

By adding two more body paragraphs (2TiC) and a conclusion (C = restated opinion
or premise), G+TiC expands to G+3TiC=C.

\N
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G+3TiC=C

G+3TiC=C maps out a three-part personal-opinion argument and a three-part fact-
based argument that uses deduction as a method of organization.

Introduction ) G = opinion or premise = general -
TiC = body paragraph #1 = spetiﬁc
Body TiC = body paragraph #2 = spetiﬁc
TiC = body paragraph #3 = spetiﬁc

Conclusion ey C = restated opinion or = gertral /

premise

Depending on the task, the general statement will either be your

> Remember! opinion (personal-opinion argument) or a premise (fact-based

argument) supported by illustrations and a conclusion.

general statement + illustrations = conclusion
G + 3TiC = C

n Why three supporting illustrations?

A G+3TiC=C is based on the five-paragraph essay. The five-paragraph essay
consists of an introduction, three body paragraphs and a conclusion. The
five-paragraph essay is the foundation essay taught in American high
schools. American high school students learn the five-paragraph essay and
continue to apply it, and expand upon it, at community college and at
university.
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Let’s map out Mary’s personal-opinion argument about California using G+3TiC=C.
The opinion and conclusions are underlined, the transitions in bold, the
illustrations in italics. Note that the general statement (G) is an opinion.

(VQ

TiC
TiC

TiC

\- ¢

general

¥

specific

1

specific

!

specific

general

Personally, I think California was the best trip
ever.

For example, [ learned how to surf at Malibu. At
first, I kept falling off, but I kept trying, and soon I
could do it. It was great.

And the sights. [ visited Hollywood first,
Disneyland next, and Catalina Island last. There is
so much to see and do. I was exhausted.

Also, did I tell you about Jack? I met him on

Venice Beach. He’s a movie producer. He’s so
handsome. As a matter of fact, we’re having dinner
tonight. Tomorrow, we’re flying back to L.A. to get
married!

In conclusion, | had a fabulous time.

To map out the inductive response, delete Mary’s opinion. This argument map is
3TiC=C. Notice how the first sentence in body paragraph one introduces the
context or situation and how the conclusion (C) is an opinion based on the

supporting illustrations (3TiC).

TiC

TiC

TiC

[@!

specific

|

specific

1

specific

general

When I was in California, I learned how to surf
at Malibu. At first, I kept falling off, but I kept trying,
and soon I could do it. It was great.

And the sights! ] visited Hollywood first,
Disneyland next, and Catalina Island last. There is
so much to see and do. I was exhausted.

Also, did I tell you about Jack? I met him on

Venice Beach. He’s a movie producer. He’s so
handsome. As a matter of fact, we’re having dinner
tonight. Tomorrow, we’re flying back to L.A. to get
married!

In conclusion, I had a fabulous time in California.
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Next, let’s map out the fact-based argument about rice using G+3TiC=C. The
premise and conclusions are underlined, the transitions in bold, the illustrations in
italics. Note that the general statement (G) is a premise.

(VQ

TiC

TiC

TiC

\- ¢

general

\

specific

specific

specific

general

Rice is classified according to grain size.

First is long grain rice. An example is basmati. It
is long and slender. When cooked, it becomes light
and fluffy with the grains separating. Basmati is
low in starch.

Next is medium grain rice. An example is

is Calrose. This type of rice is three times as long
as it is wide. When cooked, the grains stick
together. Medium grain rice has more starch than
long grain rice.

Finally, there is short grain rice. Arborio is an
example. It is kernel-shaped and becomes very
moist and tender when cooked. Short grain rice
has the highest starch level.

As illustrated, rice is classified according to grain
size.

To map out the inductive response, start with an example. Notice how the
conclusion (C) is an opinion based on the supporting illustrations (3TiC).

TiC

TiC

TiC

(@)

specific

specific

specific

general

An example of a long grain rice is basmati. It is
long and slender. When cooked, it becomes light
and fluffy with the grains separating. Long grain
rice is low in starch.

Next is Calrose, a medium grain rice. This type of
rice is three times as long as it is wide. When
cooked, the grains stick together. Medium grain
rice has more starch than long grain rice.

Finally, there is short grain rice. An example is
Arborio. It is kernel-shaped and becomes very
moist and tender when cooked. Short grain has
the highest starch level.

As illustrated, rice is classified according to grain
size.
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Memorize G+3TiC=C. You will use this argument map to develop and

> Remember! deliver responses for all six speaking tasks and for both writing tasks.

G+3TiC=C

Introduction epp G = opinion or premise = general -
TiC = body paragraph #1 = spetiﬁc
Body TiC = body paragraph #2 = spetiﬁc
TiC = body paragraph #3 = spetiﬁc

Conclusion ey C = restated opinion or = gertral /

premise
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Task Order

All TOEFL iBT texts teach speaking strategies first, then writing strategies. This
text does things differently. This text starts by teaching you how to write an

independent or personal-opinion essay. Why start with the independent essay?
Because:

1) you already have a basic understanding of how to write an independent
essay;

2) if you can write an independent essay, you will be able to develop and
deliver verbal arguments with greater proficiency and confidence.

Mapped out, the task order of this text is as follows.

Independent Essay
\ 4

Integrated Essay

\ 4
Speaking Task #1
\ 4
Speaking Task #2

\ 4
Speaking Task #3
\ 4
Speaking Task #4
\ 4
Speaking Task #5

\ 4
Speaking Task #6

> Remember! You cannot change the task order while taking the official TOEFL

test. The speaking section always comes before the writing section.



20

Notes
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Independent Essay

The independent essay will test your ability to write a personal-opinion argument
in 30 minutes. Your essay will be based on your opinion supported by personal
experience examples. You must type your essay. The task order follows.

Task I Time
1. Read the prompt. I
2. Write an independent essay. I 30 minutes

Prompt Types

For this task, there are a variety of prompt types. The most common are:

1. Agree-Disagree 4. Advantage-Disadvantage
2. Preference 5. Reason
3. Compare-Contrast 6. Quality

G+3TiC=C

You can answer all independent essay prompt types using the argument map
G+3TiC=C. This map describes the structure of a three-part personal-opinion
argument that uses deduction as a method of organization. Note that each body
paragraph (TiC) has three parts: T = transition; i = supporting illustration
(example); € = concluding sentence. Note also that the general statement (G) is an
opinion.

Introduction el G = opinion = general -
TiC = body paragraph #1 = spetiﬁc
Body TiC = body paragraph #2 = spetiﬁc
TiC = body paragraph #3 = spetiﬁc
Y

Conclusion el C

restated opinion = general o
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Basic Independent Essay

To get a high independent essay score*, you must be able to organize your
personal-opinion argument quickly and proficiently while writing subjectively.
When you write subjectively, you are the subject. In this section, you will learn
these basic but essential writing strategies using the argument map G+3TiC=C.
Later in this chapter, you will learn how to develop a basic independent essay into
an advanced independent essay.

Agree-Disagree Prompts

Agree-disagree prompts give you a choice between a pair of opposing positions
specific to a topic. You must choose one position and argue in support of it.

Prompt We need zoos. Do you agree or disagree? Why? Give
examples and reasons to develop your opinion.

Avoid double arguments. Choose one side of the argument (single
argument) and develop it, for example:

Prompt: We need zoos. Do you agree or disagree?

n Double Argument: Sometimes I think that we needs zoos, and sometimes
I think that we don’t need zoos.

v Single Argument: Personally, I think that we needs zoos.

n Why is a single argument best?

If you try to develop a double argument, you will run out of time. Because
A you will run out of time, you will not be able to develop both arguments. This
will result in a lack of topic development.

* Throughout this text, the words scoring and rating are synonymous.



Independent Essay - 23

1. | Agree-Disagree: Step-by-Step

When answering an agree-disagree prompt, write subjectively using G+3TiC=C and
follow these six steps. You have 30 minutes.

m Carefully read the prompt; formulate an opinion.

Prompt We need zoos. Do you agree or disagree? Why? Give
examples and reasons to support your opinion.

m Make a G+3TiC=C note map; include transitions (T).

G =
TiC = for example

TiC = another example
TiC = finally

C = for those reasons

What about the writing strategy that says, “Take five minutes to pre-write,
twenty minutes to write, and five minutes to revise”?

If that strategy works for you, great. However, many test-takers do not
follow this strategy. Instead, they jump right in and start writing. These
same test-takers often become frustrated because they have trouble
organizing their ideas. However, by using G+3TiC=C, you will know exactly
where to start writing, what to write, how to write it and why, without
getting lost.
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Next, answer the prompt question (“Do you agree or disagree?”). State your opinion
(G = general statement), then restate it in the conclusion (C).

G = agree I think that we need zoos

TiC = for example

TiC = another example

TiC = also

C = for those reasons I think that we need zoos

n Do I have to repeat “I agree” in my conclusion?

A No. By the time the raters reach your conclusion, your position (whether you
agree or disagree) should be clear.

Next, develop supporting illustrations (TiC). Don’t worry about spelling or grammar
at this point. Just think of ideas. Remember to write subjectively. By doing so, you
will be answering that part of the prompt that says “give examples.”

G = agree I think that we need zoos

Ti = for example when 12 went to zoo, on TV lions
very small but so big at zoo!!

C =

Ti another example my family goes to zoo + picnic

C

Ti = also zoos good for animals like pandas

C

C = for those reasons I think that we need zoos
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Next, answer that part of the prompt that says “give reasons.” Give reasons by
stating a cause-and-effect relationship beside each C (TiC). C is the concluding
sentence in each body paragraph. Remember: Each cause-and-effect relationship
is a reason why the test-taker thinks zoos are important.

G = agree I think that we need zoos
Ti = for example when 12 went to zoo, on TV lions
very small but so big at zoo!!

reason C = go to the zoo, see things in new light

Ti = another example my family goes to zoo + picnic
reason C = go to the zoo is fun for my kids

also zoos good for animals like pandas
reason C = no zoos no pandas

C = for those reasons I think that we need zoos

Type a first draft. Do not include the note map.

g U0t

Note: There are mistakes in this draft. Can you identify them?

Personally, I agree. I think that we need zoos.

For example, when I was 12, my teacher took us to the zoo. I
have never seen wild animals before. I just read about them
on books or on the TV. But seeing them in real life was
amazing, especially the lion. On the Tv, they look small, but
seeing them so close they are really big. By going to the zoo, I
definitely saw a new hole in the light.

Now I have a family and we went to the zoo at summer. My
wife makes a picnick and we spend all days there. My kids love
taking pictures and learning all about the animals, specially the
gorillas. This is good for my children be outside. Best of all,
they can leave the internet and the TV at home.

Also, zoos look after extinct animals like pandas. I saw two in
the Washington DC zoo. Zoo take care of animals like pandas.

For those reasons, I think that we need zoos.
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You now have a first draft. It looks coherent. But how do you know it is coherent
without guessing? Moreover, how can you revise your first draft when practicing
and on test day to maximize scoring? By checking your first draft for coherence
using OPDUL=C. Say it as it sounds: “Op-dull-see.”

OPDUL=C

OPDUL=C is an argument analyzer. Using OPDUL=C, you can quickly and
systematically check your essay’s coherence level using proficiency as a measure.
Proficiency means your ability to demonstrate skill and knowledge specific to
Organization, Progression, Development, Unity and Language Use. For example, if
your independent essay demonstrates proficiency in all areas of OPDUL, then your
essay (argument) will demonstrate Coherence. This will result in a higher score.

4 Y N
o Organization \
e deduction or induction

I\

\
>

Y
Z\

Progression
e general-specific or specific-general

Py,
>

\

Coherent
Independent
Essay

Development
e introduction, body, conclusion

\,
>

Y
J\

rlc|lo|v

Z\,

Unity
e topical and grammatical

I\

\
>

Y
Z\

Language Use

e word choice, idioms, sentence variety /
\ A J

Step #4 Check your first draft for Coherence using OPDUL=C.

You are the writer. Check the first draft of the zoo essay (Step #3) for Coherence
using the OPDUL=C proficiency checklist. Start with Organization and ask yourself
“yes-no” questions.

Does my essay demonstrate organization?
o I'm using deduction as a method of organization. This demonstrates
organization. Yes ¥ No _

Does my essay demonstrate progression?
P Because I’'m using deduction, the ideas progress from general to specific.
This demonstrates progression. Yes \ No _
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a. Does my introduction demonstrate development .

D I say, “I think that we need zoos.” This is my opinion. It is arguable,
supportable, a complete sentence and not a question. This demonstrates
introduction development. However, to get a higher score, I need

to develop my introduction with a hook (see the next page for more about
hooks). Yes _ No X

b. Do my body paragraphs demonstrate development?

Body paragraphs #1 and #2 each develop an example that supports my
opinion and conclusion. This demonstrates body paragraph development.
However, body paragraph #3 lacks development. To get a higher score, I
need to develop body paragraph #3. Yes _ No X

c. Does my conclusion demonstrate development?

I restate my opinion in my conclusion. This demonstrates conclusion
development. However, to demonstrate greater proficiency, I need to
develop my conclusion with a conclusion strategy (see the next page for
more about conclusion strategies). Yes _ No X

a. Does my essay demonstrate topical unity?
U I focus on the topic of zoos with no topic digressions. This demonstrates
topical unity. Yes ¥ No _

Note: Topical unity means you focus on one topic from start to finish. If you
suddenly introduce a new and unrelated topic, you are changing topics. For
example, you are writing about apples, apples, apples when you suddenly change
to oranges. This clear change in topic direction is called a topic digression. This will
result in a lack of topical unity (OPDUL=C) and a lack of coherence (OPDUL=C).

b. Does my essay demonstrate grammatical unity?
The transitions are all correct. This demonstrates grammatical unity.
Yes \_/ No _

Does my essay demonstrate proficient language use?

L I need to be more proficient with word choice, idiom usage and grammar
usage, especially in body paragraph #3. Combined, this will demonstrate
greater language use proficiency. Yes _ No X

Does my essay (argument) demonstrate coherence?

C Because of proficient Organization, Progression and Unity, my first draft
demonstrates Coherence. Even though there are problems with
Development and Language Use, my argument is still clear: “I think that
we need zoos.” This demonstrates Coherence. Yes ¥ No _

According to the Independent Essay Rating Guide (page 312), this first draft will
score in the 2.5-3.5 range.

If you (the writer) want a higher score, you must revise those parts of OPDUL=C
that received an X. By doing so, you will demonstrate greater proficiency. The Xs
are your revision checklist.
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Revision Checklist: What do I need to revise?

1. Ineed to start my essay with a hook. The purpose of a hook is “to hook” the
reader’s attention in the first sentence. A hook will demonstrate greater
introduction development (OPDUL=C).

Note: You will learn hooks and other advanced strategies later on in this
chapter.

2. Ineed to end my essay with a conclusion strategy. This will demonstrate
greater conclusion development (OPDUL=C).

Note: You will learn advanced conclusion strategies later on in this chapter.

3. I need to correct any word choice, grammar and idiom issues. This will
demonstrate more proficient language use (OPDUL=C).

Be careful about using idioms. Do not use an idiom if you are not
100% sure of its meaning and in which context it is used. An idiom
used incorrectly (out of context) will stick out like a sore thumb, for
example:
By going to the zoo, I definitely saw a new hole in the light.

should be...

By going to the zoo, I definitely saw things in a whole new light.

4. I need to develop body paragraph #3. This will demonstrate greater topic
development (OPDUL=C).

Lack of topic development (OPDUL=C), especially in the body
paragraphs, is a big reason why independent essays score low.

If you want a high independent essay score, your body paragraphs

> Remember! must be well developed. Well developed means you have a clear

supporting illustration (TiC) in each body paragraph and you show a
cause-and-effect relationship (reason) in your concluding sentence
(TiC).

n Why is body paragraph development so important?

Body paragraph development is important because developing examples is
the hardest part of the independent essay. Why is it the hardest part?
Because body paragraph development will test your automaticity.
Automaticity means your ability to develop ideas quickly and proficiently
under a time pressure. Well-developed body paragraphs will demonstrate
automaticity, proficiency and coherence. That is what the raters will look for.
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m Revise your first draft using your revision checklist.

Personally, I agree. I think that we need zoos.

For example, when I was 12, my teacher took us to the zoo in
Berlin. I had never seen wild animals before. I had just read
about them in books and seen them on the TV. But seeing
them in real life was amazing, especially the lions. On TV, they
looked so small, but seeing them live they were really big. By
going to the zoo, I definitely saw things in a whole new light.

Now I have a family and we always go to the zoo every
summer. My wife makes a picnic and we spend all day there.
My kids love taking pictures and learning all about the animals,
especially the gorillas. Being outside is good for my children.
Best of all, they can leave the internet and the TV at home.

Also, zoos look after endangered animals like pandas. I saw
two in the Washington DC zoo last year and they had a baby.
If there were no zoos, the pandas would disappear because we
are taking their land away. However, in a zoo the pandas are
safe. It is not perfect, but without zoos there might not be any
pandas left.

For those reasons, I think that we need zoos.

Step #6 Submit your essay.

After you have revised your essay, submit it.

Make sure you have made all the necessary revisions before you
submit your essay. Once you submit it, you cannot get it back.
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Mapped out, you can see how G+3TiC=C gives the writing raters what they are
trained to look for: an independent essay that demonstrates OPDUL=C. Note:
Transitions (T) are in bold, supporting illustrations (i) in italics, the opinion (G) and
the conclusions (C) underlined.

(' G = general Personally, I agree. I think that we need zoos.
\/

TiC = specific = For example, when I was 12, my teacher took us to
the zoo in Berlin. I had never seen wild animals
before. I had just read about them in books and seen
them on the TV. But seeing them in real life was
amazing, especially the lions. On TV, they looked so
small, but seeing them live they were really big. By
going to the zoo, I definitely saw things in a whole

new light.

\4

TiC = specific = Now [ have a family and we always go to the zoo
every summer. My wife makes a picnic and we spend
all day there. My kids love taking pictures and
learning all about the animals, especially the gorillas.
Being outside is good for my children. Best of all,
they can leave the internet and the TV at home.

TiC = specific = Also, zoos look after endangered animals like
pandas. I saw two in the Washington DC zoo last
year and they had a baby. If there were no zoos, the
pandas would disappear because we are taking their
land away. However, in a zoo the pandas are

safe. It is not perfect, but without zoos there might
\ not be any pandas left.

\4

general

C For those reasons, [ think that we need zoos.

TASK: Rate the zoo essay above using the Independent Essay Rating Guide on page
312. Compare your score to the score on page 333.

n What if I can only think of two body paragraphs (G+2TiC=C)?

If you can write an independent essay that demonstrates OPDUL=C using
A G+2TiC=C, great.

If you write your independent essay using G+2TiC=C, make sure

> Remember! both body paragraphs are well developed. A lack of body paragraph

development (OPDUL=C) will result in a lack of coherence (OPDUL=C)
and a lower score.
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Rhetorical Strategies

Rhetorical strategies demonstrate topic development (OPDUL=C) and language use
(OPDUL=C). These, in turn, demonstrate coherence (OPDUL=C). The zoo essay
demonstrates a variety of rhetorical strategies, including:

illustration > the student, family and panda examples;

narration > the student, family and panda example;

on TV, they [lions] looked so small, but seeing them

description live they were really big;

by going to the zoo (action), I definitely saw things in a
cause-effect > whole new light (effect);

; t> lions in book and on TV are small v. real lions are big;
compare-contras pandas in zoos v. pandas in the wild.

n How many words do I have to write? Is there some rule?

ETS has no “official” word-length rule. There is only this guideline from ETS:
“[Aln effective [independent] essay will usually contain a minimum of three
hundred words; however, test-takers may write more if they wish.”

n How many words is the zoo essay?

A 213.

The Word Counter

When you write your independent essay, you will see a word counter on your
computer screen. Ignore it. You are not counting words. You are writing an
independent essay that demonstrates OPDUL=C, not aiming for “a minimum of
three hundred words.”

A long essay does not always mean a coherent (“effective”) argument.

On the contrary, a long essay often means a lack of coherence
(OPDUL=C). Some test-takers simply type and type, thinking more is
better. Wrong. Your job is to write an independent essay that

proficiently demonstrates OPDUL=C.
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2. | Agree-Disagree: Step-by-Step

Let’s map out another agree-disagree response. Remember to use G+3TiC=C and
the six steps to demonstrate OPDUL=C in your essay.

m Carefully read the prompt; formulate an opinion.

Prompt Television is a good influence on children. Do you
agree or disagree? Why? Develop your opinion using
examples and reasons.

Make a note map; state your opinion (G); restate it in
your conclusion (C); develop examples (3TiC).

Give reasons by stating a cause-and-effect relationship beside each C
> Remember! (TiC). Each cause-and-effect relationship is a reason why TV is a bad
Influence on kids.

G = disagree - TV is a bad influence

Ti = for example boy next door watches Power Rangers

C = power rangers teach him bad behavior

Ti = another example my brother, he watches TV and eats
junk food

C = junk food + TV not healthy for brother

Ti = finally Britney wants TV all the time

C = TV like an addiction for Britney

C = for those reasons TV bad influence
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m Type a first draft. Do not include the note map.

Note: There are mistakes in this draft. Can you identify them?

Personally, I with the statement. I believe that TV is a bad
influence on our children.

For example, my neighbor boy he is started kicking and
punching his little sister. I told him to stop, but he didn’t. He
says he was a Power Ranger. He even kicked me. I told his
mom and she said Power Rangers has been his favorite TV
shows, but she never stopped him from kicking people.

On the other hand is my eight-year brother. He love the TV.
When he watch, he eat a lot of junk food like chips and
choclates. He also drinks Coca Colas alot. All that stuff has so
much sugar. My brother he used to be skinny but because he
never exercise is definitely get fat and so young.

Finally is Britney little girl I babysats. When I drive her around,
like going shopping in the car she always want to watch the
DVD. I say let’s talk but she scream and wants the DVD. Then
she gets home and watch even more the TV. This is her
addiction. Her mother says no but this little girl all she do is
scream for TV more.

For those reason, I believe that the TV is a bad influence on
our children.

Step #4 Check your first draft for Coherence using OPDUL=C.

Does my essay demonstrate organization?
(0] I use deduction as a method of organization. This demonstrates
organization. Yes ¥ No _

Does my essay demonstrate progression?
P Because I am using deduction, the ideas progress from general to specific.
This demonstrates progression. Yes ¥ No _

a. Does my introduction demonstrate development?

D I say, “I believe that TV is a bad influence on our children.” This is my
opinion. It is arguable, supportable, a complete sentence and not a
question. This demonstrates introduction development for a basic
response. Yes \ No _
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b. Do my body paragraphs demonstrate development?

Each body paragraph develops a specific personal example that supports
and develops my opinion and conclusion. However, each body paragraph
does not have a concluding sentence (TiC) because I do not state a reason
using cause-and-effect. This demonstrates a lack of body paragraph
development. Yes _ No X

c. Does my conclusion demonstrate development?
I restate my opinion in the conclusion. This demonstrates conclusion
development for a basic response. Yes ¥ No _

a. Does my essay demonstrate topical unity?
U I focus on the topic of television being a bad influence on children with no
topical digressions. This demonstrates topical unity. Yes ¥ No _

b. Does my essay demonstrate grammatical unity?
The transitions are correct. This demonstrates grammatical unity.
Yes \_/ No _

Does my essay demonstrate proficient language use?

L I use only basic words and sentences, and I don’t use any idioms. Also,
there are many basic errors in word choice and verb tense. This
demonstrates a lack of proficient language use. Yes _ No X

Does my essay (argument) demonstrate coherence?

C Because of proficient Organization, Progression and Unity, my first draft is
Coherent. Even though there are problems with Development and
Language Use, my argument is still clear: “Television is a bad influence on
our children.” Yes \_/ No _

According to the Independent Essay Rating Guide (page 312), this first draft will
only score in the 2.5-3.5 range. If you (the writer) want a higher score, you must
revise those parts of OPDUL=C that received an X. By doing so, your essay will
demonstrate greater proficiency and coherence and receive a higher score.

Revision Checklist: What do I need to revise?

1. Each body paragraph needs a concluding sentence (TiC). In each concluding
sentence, [ need to state a reason using a cause-and-effect relationship. This
will demonstrate greater topic development (OPDUL=C).

2. Correct the spelling and grammar errors, and use idioms and more sentence
variety. This will demonstrate more proficient language use (OPDUL=C).
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m Revise your first draft using your revision checklist.

I disagree with the statement. Personally, I believe that TV is a
bad influence on our children.

For example, my neighbor’s boy started kicking and punching
his little sister. I told him to stop, but he didn’t. He said he was
a Power Ranger like on TV. He even kicked me. I told his mom
and she said Power Rangers is his favorite TV show, but she
never stopped him from kicking people. She thought it was
funny. Not me. This little boy was a nice kid, but watching
Power Rangers has definitely taught him things he should not
do.

Another example is my little brother. He is eight and loves to
watch TV. When he watches TV, he eats a lot of junk food like
chips and chocolate and Coca Cola. That stuff has so much
sugar. My brother used to be skinny but now he is definitely a
couch potato. My parents tell him to exercise but he never
does. All he does is eat junk food and watch TV. Watching TV
this way is definitely not good for his health because now he is
diabetic.

Finally, there is Britney, the little girl I babysit. When I drive
her around, like when going shopping, she always wants to
watch DVDs. I say let’s talk but she screams and just wants to
watch a DVD. Then at home she watches more TV. Her mother
says no, but all Britney does is scream for the TV. It's like an
addiction. Right now, her parents cannot her control her any
more. This is not good.

For those reasons, I believe that TV is a bad influence on our
children.

Words: 278

Step #6 Submit your essay.

After you have revised your essay, submit it.
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Mapped out, you can see how G+3TiC=C gives the writing raters what they are
trained to look for: a coherent independent essay that demonstrates OPDUL=C.
Note: Transitions (T) are in bold, supporting illustrations (i) in italics, the opinion
(G) and the conclusions (C) underlined.

( G = general

TiC = specific
v

TiC = specific
v

TiC = specific

.. .t

= general =

I disagree with the statement. Personally, I believe
that TV is bad influence on our children.

For example, my neighbor’s boy started kicking and
punching his little sister. I told him to stop, but he
didn’t. He said he was a Power Ranger like on TV. He
even kicked me. I told his mom and she said Power
Rangers is his favorite TV show, but she never
stopped him from kicking people. She thought it was
funny. Not me. This little boy was a nice kid, but
watching Power Rangers has definitely taught him
things he should not do.

Another example is my little brother. He is eight
and loves to watch TV. When he watches TV, he eats
a lot of junk food like chips and chocolate and Coca
Cola. That stuff has so much sugar. My brother used
to be skinny but now he is definitely a couch potato.
My parents tell him to exercise but he never does. All
he does is eat junk food and watch TV. Watching TV
this way is definitely not good for his health because
now he is diabetic.

Finally, there is Britney, the little girl I babysit.

When I drive her around, like when going shopping,
she always wants to watch DVDs. I say let’s talk but
she screams and just wants to watch a DVD. Then at
home she watches more TV. Her mother says no, but
all Britney does is scream for the TV. It’s like an
addiction. Right now, her parents cannot her control
her any more. This is not good.

For those reasons, I believe that TV is a bad
influence on our children.

TASK: Rate the TV essay above using the Independent Essay Rating Guide on
Page 312. Compare your score to the score on page 333.
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Preference Prompts

Preference prompts give you a choice between a pair of opposing positions specific
to a topic. You must choose one position and argue in support of it, for example:

Prompt Do you prefer to use a laptop computer or a desktop
computer? Why? State your position using examples
and reasons.

m Avoid double arguments. Choose one side of the argument and
develop it, for example:

Prompt: Do you prefer to use a laptop or a desktop computer?

n Double Argument: Sometimes I prefer a laptop, and sometimes I prefer a
desktop.

v Single Argument: Personally, I prefer a laptop.

If you try to develop a double argument, you will run out of time
> Remember! and not be able to develop both arguments. This will result in a lack

of topic development (OPDUL=C) and a lack of coherence (OPDUL=C).

Preference: Step-by-Step

When answering a preference prompt, write subjectively using G+3TiC=C and
follow the six steps to demonstrate OPDUL=C in your essay.

m Carefully read the prompt; formulate an opinion.

Prompt Do you prefer to use a laptop computer or a desktop
computer? Why? State your position using examples
and reasons.
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Make a note map; state your opinion (G); restate it in
your conclusion (C); develop examples (3TiC).

G = prefer laptop

Ti = for example I'm a student, need a laptop for notes

C = laptop good and fast for taking notes in class

Ti = in addition my roommate plays loud music - I can take
my laptop to library and do homework

C = laptop is light, easy to carry

Ti = moreover prices are cheap, good laptop under
$600, fast with lots of memory

C = buy laptop save $$$

C = in the final analysis prefer laptop

m Type a first draft. Do not include the note map.

Note: There are mistakes in this draft. Can you identify them?

I definitely prefer laptop computers to a desktops.

For example, am student and need a laptop for my classes. If I
don’t have laptop I will take notes by my pen and that is really
slow and my handwriteing is really bad. But with my laptop my
notes is clear. This saves my time. I could not do this with a
desktop. It’s too big and not light to carry. As you can see, a
laptop is the best for notes taking in class.

In addition, I can take my laptops everywhere to study. This is
good because sometime my roommate, he has his loud musik.
If he plays loud musik, I cannot do the homework so I go the
library or to a Starbuck. There I connect to the internet and do
my homework. Because my laptop is small, I can do these
things and not hear the loud music.

Moreover, a few year ago, a laptops were very expensive but
now you can get a really fast Sony for cheaper than a desktop.
This is good because I can save my money and I need this
money for other stuff because I'm a student.

In the final analysis, I definitely prefer a laptop.
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Step #4 Check your first draft for Coherence using OPDUL=C.

Note: This test-taker has checked his first draft for coherence using
OPDUL=C and has moved on to step #5.

Revise your first draft using your revision checklist.

Note: This test-taker has revised his essay according to his revision
checklist and moved on to step #6.

Step #6 Submit your essay.

TASK: Check this essay for coherence using the Independent Essay
Proficiency Checklist on page 310, then rate it using the Independent
Essay Rating Guide on page 312. Compare your proficiency checklist
and your rating to those on page 333.

Personally, I prefer a laptop to a desktop.

For example, I'm a university student and I need a laptop for
my classes. If I didn’t have a laptop, I'd have to take notes by
hand, and that would be really slow. Also, my handwriting is
really bad, but with my laptop I can quickly take notes. This
saves me a lot of time. I couldn’t take notes with a desktop. It
is too big and not made for carrying. As you can see, a laptop
is definitely best for note taking in class.

In addition, I can take my laptop anywhere to study. This is
good because sometimes my roommate plays really loud
music. When he plays his music, I can’t do any homework so I
go the library or to Starbucks. There I can connect to the
internet and do my homework. Because my laptop is small and
portable, I can do these things. Best of all, I don’t have to
listen to my roommate’s music.

Moreover, a few years ago laptops were very expensive but
now you can get a really fast laptop with lots of memory, like
my Sony, for cheaper than a desktop. This is good because I
can save money. With this money, I can buy other school
things like books.

In the final analysis, I definitely prefer a laptop.

Words: 225
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Compare-and-Contrast Prompts

Compare-and-contrast prompts ask you to argue the opposite sides of a topic, for
example:

Prompt What do you think a friend might like and not like
about the place you call home? Why? Develop your
position using examples and reasons.

n There are many things my friend might like and dislike about my hometown.
I could write forever! What should I do?

Keep it simple. Change G+3TiC=C to G+2TiC=C. Develop one positive
example in body paragraph one and one negative example in body
paragraph two. By doing so, you will compare and contrast the positive and
the negative sides of the topic.

1. | Compare-and-Contrast: Step-by-Step

When answering a compare-and-contrast prompt, use G+2TiC=C and the six steps
to demonstrate OPDUL=C in your essay.

m Carefully read the prompt; formulate an opinion.

Prompt What do you think a friend might like and not like
about the place you call home? Why? Develop your
position using examples and reasons.
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Make a note map; state your opinion (G); restate it in
your conclusion (C); develop examples (2TiC).

Note the transition of contrast connecting the body paragraphs.

G = my friend will like some things and not like some
things
Ti for example food is delicious and cheap

C friend will like this

Ti = However new delhi is very hot and very humid
C = friend will not like this

C = forthose reasons friend will like some things and

not like some things

Type a first draft. Do not include the note map.

There are some things my friend will like and won't like about
the place I call my home, New Delhi in India.

For example, the delicious food. There are many kinds of food.
Also, there are a lot of restaurants and the prices are very
reasonable for tourists. My friend will like this.

However, New Delhi is very hot and very humid. My friend will
not like this.

For those reasons, there are some things my friend will like
and won't like about the place I call my home, New Delhi in
India.

Step #4

Check your first draft for Coherence using OPDUL=C.

Note: This test-taker has checked his first draft for coherence using
OPDUL=C and has moved on to step #5.
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m Revise your first draft using your revision checklist.

Note: This test-taker has revised his essay according to his revision
checklist and moved on to step #6.

Step #6 Submit your essay.

According to OPDUL=C, what is the main problem with the following
essay?

There are some things my friend will like and won't like about
the place I call my home, New Delhi in India.

For example, the delicious food. There are many kinds of food.
Also, there are a lot of restaurants and the prices are very
reasonable for tourists. My friend will like this.

However, New Delhi is very hot and very humid. My friend will
not like this.

For those reasons, there are some things my friend will like
and won't like about the place I call my home, New Delhi in
India.

Words: 93

The main problem with this essay is that it lacks body paragraph
development. This essay looks like Map A. It should look like Map B.
Map B is an independent essay that demonstrates well-developed
body paragraphs.

general general
R N
general specific

vy ¥ N\

general general



> Remember!
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Well developed means you have a clear supporting illustration (TiC) in
each body paragraph, and you show a reason based on a cause-and-
effect relationship in your concluding sentence (TiC).

Fixing a Lack of Body Paragraph Development

You can fix a lack of body paragraph development two ways.

1)

2)

For each body paragraph, use one specific personal experience
example. Then, using the rhetorical strategy of narration, develop the
example subjectively, like you are telling a personal story to a friend.
Use description and illustration for names, places, dates, prices, etc.
The raters will look for these details. More details = greater body
paragraph development (OPDUL=C) = greater coherence (OPDUL=C) =
a higher score.

From the illustration in each body paragraph, state a conclusion
based on a cause-and-effect relationship. This will be your reason.
State this reason in the concluding sentence (TiC).

Go back to the New Delhi essay. Look at body paragraph one.

For example, the delicious food. There are many kinds of food.
Also, there are a lot of restaurants and the prices are very
reasonable for tourists. My friend will like this.

Body paragraph one lacks development because:

1)

2)

the writer does not develop a personal experience example writing
subjectively, and;

the writer does not conclude the paragraph with a reason based on a
cause-and-effect relationship.
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Look at the same paragraph revised. Note the details and the cause-and-effect
relationship in the concluding sentence giving the reason why the friend will like
New Delhi.

For example, the food is very delicious in New Delhi. When 1
am hungry, I go to Sheshraj’s, the best restaurant in New
Delhi. It is a family restaurant and they have been doing a
good business for many years. The prices are very reasonable
and you get a lot of food. The lamb curry is excellent as is the
aloo gobi. For a good meal, my friend can spend maybe one
American dollar. Eating at this excellent restaurant will
give my friend a real New Delhi experience.

Next, look at body paragraph two. It too demonstrates a lack of development.

However, New Delhi is very hot and very humid. My friend will
not like this.

Look at paragraph two revised. Note the reason in the concluding sentence (TiC).

However, the weather in the summer months of July and
August can be extreme. Temperatures can reach 120 degrees
Fahrenheit or higher. Last summer, I remember the
temperature reached 123 degrees. If my friend is not careful,
he can get too much sun and feel very weak and ill. Also, it
rains very much and is very humid. As you can see, visiting
New Delhi in summer might not be a good time for my
friend. This might give him some difficulty and test his
patience.
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Next, look at the revised essay. Notice that the test-taker is using G+2TiC=C.

There are some things my friend will like and won't like about
the place I call my home, New Delhi in India.

For example, the food is very delicious in New Delhi. When 1
am hungry, I go to Sheshraj’s, the best restaurant in New
Delhi. It is a family restaurant and they have been doing a
good business for many years. The prices are very reasonable
and you get a lot of food. The lamb curry is excellent as is the
aloo gobi. For a good meal, my friend can spend maybe one
American dollar. Eating at this excellent restaurant will give my
friend a real New Delhi experience.

However, the weather in the summer months of July and
August can be extreme. Temperatures can reach 100 degrees
Fahrenheit or higher. Last summer, I remember the
temperature reached 123 degrees. If my friend is not careful,
he can get too much sun and feel very weak and ill. Also, it
rains very much and is very humid. As you can see, visiting
New Delhi in summer might not be a good time for my friend.
This might give him some difficulty and test his patience.

In conclusion, there are some things my friend will like and
won't like about the place I call my home, New Delhi, India.

Words: 219

TASK: Check this essay for coherence using the Independent Essay
Proficiency Checklist on page 310, then rate it using the Independent
Essay Rating Guide on page 312. Compare your proficiency checklist
and your rating to those on page 333.

2. | Compare-and-Contrast: Step-by-Step

Let’s map out another compare-and-contrast response. Remember to use
G+2TiC=C and the six steps to demonstrate OPDUL=C in your essay.

m Carefully read the prompt; formulate an opinion.

Prompt Eating out has both positive and negative aspects.
What are they? Why? Develop your argument using
examples and reasons.
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Make a note map; state your opinion (G); restate it in
your conclusion (C); develop examples (2TiC).

Note the transition of contrast connecting the body paragraphs.

G = positive point: eating out is fast; negative = $$$

Ti = for example people love to eat out, pizza, Chinese, Thai
C = people like this a lot

Ti = However eating out is $$$
C = eating out you can’t save $$$
C = in conclusion eating out has good and bad points.

m Type a first draft.

Personally, I think eating out has good and bad aspects.

For example, people love to go to restaurants. There are many
restaurants in my town such as pizza, Chinese and Thai
restaurants. This is good for people because they can go and
have different food every night.

However, eating out is very expensive. Who has money these
days? The economy is not so good, so people stay home
because restaurants are expensive.

In conclusion, eating out has good and bad points.

Step #4 Check your first draft for Coherence using OPDUL=C.

Note: This test-taker has checked her first draft for coherence using
OPDUL=C and has moved on to step #5.
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m Revise your first draft using your revision checklist.

Note: This test-taker has revised her essay according to her revision
checklist and moved on to step #6.

Step #6 Submit your essay.

> Remember!

What is the problem with the essay below?

Personally, I think eating out has both good and bad points
people should think about.

For example, people really love to go to restaurants. There are
many restaurants in my hometown, such as pizza, Chinese and
Thai restaurants. This is very good for people, especially when
they are very busy at work. They can go to have a different
meal every night and not worry about dishes.

However, to eat out can be very expensive. Who has money
these days to go to restaurants? The economy is not so good,
so people stay home and cook. This is what people do.

In conclusion, eating out has many good and bad points for
people to consider.

Words: 115

The problem with this essay is that the test-taker is not writing
subjectively. Instead, she is writing objectively. When you write
objectively, you are writing about other people and their experiences.
In the above essay, who are these “people who love to go to
restaurants”? We don’t know. This demonstrates a lack of topic
development (OPDUL=C) and coherence (OPDUL=C).

Write subjectively. Write about yourself. Also, be specific. Include as
many details as possible. Details = greater topic development = a
higher score.
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Next, look at the same essay rewritten. Notice how the test-taker is now writing
subjectively. The test-taker is now the main subject.

Personally, I think eating out has both good and bad points
people should think about.

For example, I love to eat out. My favorite is Thai. There is a
great Thai restaurant near my apartment. It is called The
Bangkok. The service there is very fast and the food is always
excellent, especially the pad Thai and the curry shrimp. I can
eat a good meal at The Bangkok for about twenty dollars. This
is good for me because I am single and sometimes I work late,
so I just go to this restaurant and eat a lot. Best of all, I don't
have to wash the dishes, which I really hate to do.

However, to eat out can be very expensive. If I eat at The
Bangkok every night for a week, I can spend $140 or more. If I
drink alcohol, like a beer, it is even more expensive. For me,
$140 is a lot of money. And that is eating at a cheap
restaurant. If I go to a more expensive restaurant, like a sushi
restaurant, I can spend a lot of money fast. This is something I
must watch. Eating out is fun and convenient, but if I am not
careful it can be very expensive.

In conclusion, eating out has good and bad points.

Words: 219

TASK: Check this essay for coherence using the Independent Essay
Proficiency Checklist on page 310, then rate it using the Independent
Essay Rating Guide on page 312. Compare your proficiency che